Mutation at the HPRT locus in patients with neurocysticercosis treated with praziquantel.
Praziquantel (PZQ) is the drug of choice in the treatment of neurocysticercosis (NC), a parasitic disease caused by Taenia solium larvae. Variant frequencies at the hprt locus were analyzed in a group of NC patients before and after treatment with PZQ as well as in two control groups: healthy donors and non-parasitic neurological patients. Data show that PZQ does not induce hprt mutations, but that cysticerci by themselves or together with palliative treatment administered to NC patients could induce mutations in some patients.